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Mission 
Statement
The Bernardine Center provides 

a helping hand to low-income 

Chester area residents by 

distributing emergency or 

supplemental food and supplies.

The Bernardine Center also offers 

educational, spiritual and advocacy 

programs to help clients build  

better lives for themselves, their 

families and communities.

All the ministries of the Bernardine 

Center are rooted in Franciscan 

hospitality and the social teachings 

of our Catholic Christian tradition.

Bernardine Center’s Garden
“Franciscan Delight”

flourishes, producing a variety of delicious vegetables for food pantry offerings and brunch meals.

"Sightings' at Bernardine Center
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We Are All Interdependent: 
Those Who Give and Those Who Receive 
Number of households Bernardine Center‘s Food Pantry serviced in FY 2011-2012: 

3,637

Number of individuals served from Bernardine Center’s Food Pantry in FY 2011-2012: 
9,809

Number of Westside Brunch meals served at Bernardine Center in FY 2011-2012:  
5,639

Joanne Smith and Zach Hathaway from Renzi’s Catering provide a “deeelicious” buffet meal for 
West Side Brunch. Thank you, Renzi’s! Notice how Yulundia appreciates it!

Volunteers, Johanna,  
Kathleen, Candy, Karen and 
Jim, help unpack and sort 
food donations.

Marylou stocks pantry shelf. Nursing students from Widener University provide a variety of 
fresh produce for clients using food distribution services.

Sister Maria Denise packs 
food for Home-bound clients.

Sr. Carolyn (L), Chuck, our Master-gardener (M), and Ron (R)  contribute to caring for the garden and harvesting the ”veggies” of their labor.

Peppers

Collards

Culiflower

Eggplant

Zucchini-Squash

Beans

Ladies of Minaret Temple, Daughters of 
Isis, deliver food contributions and provide 
service in food pantry.

Mike Del Vacchio delivers 155 pounds of 
pasta for food pantry use.

Mark Schreiber of County Savings Bank 
delivers a monetary donation for a client, 
Mortgage Proffessional Society to Sr. 
Sandra for Bernardine Center.

Fred Bilotta and George Schaefer of St. 
Anastasia Parish deliver 327 pounds of 
collected food.



We can only be said to be alive in those moments when our 
hearts are conscious of our treasures. -Thornton Wilder

YOU are our “pearl of great price.”  Thank you!
In gratitude for your IN-KIND donations March 1, 2012 to July 31, 2012

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Gil & Joan Bardsley
Adele Becht
Mr. & Mrs. Blake
Joan Blythe
Joseph Boyle
Judy Brown
Mrs. Burrier
Louise Burroughs
Jeanette Busam
Joseph & Eileen Butler
Eugene Carroll
Chester Post Office
Peggy Cully 
Mary Cummings
Curves, Havertown
Delaware County Juvenile 

Probation
Devereux Foundation
Valarie Dinicola
Bud & Cass Englert
Bruce & Paula Epstein 
Louise Eyre
Gloria Ferrell 
Libby Ferzetti 
Kate Fetterman 
Thomas J. Feyas
Brenda Gatchell
Giant Food Store, West Chester
Robert & Maura Gustafson
Keith Harvin
Mary Beth Hawkins
Jim Judge
Just Best Friends
Barbara Keosayian
Andrew Kiszka
Connie Klenotiz

St. John Chrysostom Parish
St. John Chrysostom, CCD
St. Kevin Parish
St. Madeline Parish
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

Parish
St. Mark's Church, Broomall
St. Mary Magdalene Community
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
State Government
Sue Sutsko
TEFAP - Government Program
Trainer Wholesale, Inc.
Villanova University
Grace Wasch
Scott & Chris Wheatley
WIC, Chester
Widener University Nursing 

Students
Maggie Witkowski 
Richard & Alice Zaleski

Knights of Columbus Peace 
Council #4518

Nancy Koza
Kelly Laboy
Ramon and MaryLou Laboy
Theresa Leonetti
J.  Lewis Crozer Library
Martindale's Natural Market
James McCabe
Charles & Natalina McLaughlin
Joan McLaughlin
Tony & Paula McVeigh
Jim Miller
Minaret Temple Daughters of  

Isis
Carolyn Nelson
NGA Concordville Branch
NGA Hatboro Branch
On A Roll Restaurant
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Ososki
Our Lady of Angel Convent
Our Lady of Charity Parish
Martin Owsiany
Lucille Pollard
John Price 
Retired Teachers' Association
Joseph R. & Loretta Romo
Sacred Heart Convent, Chester
Sacred Heart Parish, Havertown
Harry Saina
SHARE
Cindy Simms
Sons of Ben
St. Anastasia Parish
St. Francis DeSales Parish
St. George Parish
St. Hedwig Church

The hardest arithmetic to master is 
that which enables us to count our 
blessings. 

-Eric Hoffer

You are blessing to us!

Bernardine Center is grateful to

Independence Foundation
for a $5,000 grant for General Operating Support

Bernardine Center is grateful to
The McLean Contributionship

for a $5,000 grant for Food Pantry  
area Renovations

Nancy Halli
Brian & Barbara Harris 
Walter Heindl
Ron & Cheryl Hodgins
Lorraine Iacone 
Barbara Jackson 
Beverly James
Andrew Kiszka
Ramon & MaryLou Laboy
Michael & Maureen LeFevre
David & Marilyn Lemmerman
Michael & Janice Leyden 
Vincent F. & Felicia Lindsley
Dave & Stacie Lospinoso
Kenneth & Debra Margolis
Lauren Marinelli & Widener 

Nursing Students
Matthew & Karen Marquardt
James McCabe
McLean Contributionship of 

Bryn Mawr
MaryEllen McTeague
Earl & Sonia Melville
Rev. Engelbert Michel
Bob Mitchell
Wilhelm F. & Terry Moller 
George & Theresa Morris
Mortgage Proffessional Society
Richard T. Murray & Mary 

O'Gorman
Robert & Rosemarie Naef
Newcomer & Neighbors
Josephine Novak
Richard & Teresa O'Flynn
Joe O'Leary
Dennis & Cheryl Orlewicz
Alex &  Patricia Petroski
Norbert J. & Carmella  Poloncarz
Ed Pratt

Richard Ailes 
George & RoseMary Alexander
Gil & Joan Bardsley
Barrett Bateman Foundation
Bernardine Franciscan Sisters
Suzanne Betsch
James & Diana Billinger
Mr. & Mrs. John Bonella
Edward Bonnes
Eugene F. & Christine Bradley
Dr. Jane Brennan
James R. Bruno
Bryan James
Nora Burridge
Ola Cannon 
William & Patricia Cassels
Chester Monthly Meeting of 

Friends
Robert S. Clancy
Congregation Ohev Shalom
Francis I. Corey, Jr.
County Savings Bank
Mary Cummings  
Bill & Theresa Cupples
Josephine Curry
Margaret M. Desmond 
William H. Dickson 
Divine Child Parent Guild, MI
Stephen & Patricia Dolan
Educational Data Systems Inc.
Family & Community Service 

of  Delco
Mary Farley
Carol Farrell
Frank & Mary Fee
Fresh Baked Theatre Co.
Judy Gould
Madeline Gudelunas
Robert & Maura Gustafson

Geraldine Randall 
Renzi's Catering
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick M. Ryan
Jody Ryan
Sacred Heart Parish, Clifton 

Heights
Dorothy Sienko
Sister Danielle Marie Kubelsky
Sister Domina Oszmianska 
Sister Maria J. Riedel
Sister Marinetta Harenza
Sister Noemia 
Sister Otilia
Sister Rose MacDermott
Sister Ruth Ann Rogozinski
Small Business Development 

Center
John J. & Loretta Smith
St. Cornelius KOC Council 

#12391
St. Dorothy Parish
St. John Chrysostom Youth 

Group
St. John Vianney Convent
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

Parish
Frances Rhoda Stier
Lillian Stuart-Whistler
Joseph Sullivan
Susan Sutsko
Swarthmore-Wallingford 

Interfaith Ministerium
The Philadelphia Foundation
Pamela Townsend
United Way of Southeastern PA
United Way Tocqueville Society
Wells Fargo Lottery Club
Betty Wilson 

Cash Donations
March 1, 2012 - July 31, 2012

Interested in helping Bernardine 
Center? Perhaps you would like to:
•	 Have a food drive for the upcoming 

November/December holidays
•	 Offer a monetary donation for the Food 

Pantry Renovations
•	 Provide fresh produce for Food Pantry 

distribution on Tuesdays/Wednesdays
•	 Prepare and serve a Westside Brunch meal 
•	 Volunteer time and talent

The SuperCupboard Workshop offers nutrition education and 
hands-on experience preparing meals for one’s family using cost-
efficient food to create healthy meals that provide a balance of 
basic nutrients.  Sitting down to a family-style meal after preparing 
it together encourages peer support and positive conversation.
Interwoven within the series of nutrition workshop sessions 
are life development skills, such as valuing one’s gifts, anger 
management, domestic violence education, goal-setting, values-
sharing, even setting the perfect table with cloth napkin-folding 
skills.  Spring and fall workshops are offered as a 5-8 week series 
at Bernardine Center.

Ron and Kim enjoy sharing a meal with Mary Lou, 
Food Pantry Manager.

Kim and Denina share in preparing a meal. 

Graduation gifts enhance one’s   
achievements  in the kitchen.

Ron thanks Sr. Sandra for teaching the  
workshop sessions.

Kim can’t hold back the “onion-dicing” tears!

Denina values her “graduation” certificate.

Setting goals and acknowledging one’s own gifts is not easy to do.   


